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A powerhouse 
team, providing 
invaluable advice 
on high-value 
matters.  
Chambers Global, Guernsey, Trusts, 2020  
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Who we are
Our team’s strength is the quality 
and breadth of our experienced 
lawyers, who work together to 
deliver a discreet and professional 
service.

Ogier’s Trusts Advisory Group  
specialises in private client, dispute 
resolution and corporate law, 
drawing together experts with 
substantial experience across BVI, 
Cayman, Guernsey and Jersey law. 

Headed in Guernsey by partner 
Matt Guthrie, Ogier's Private 
Wealth team in the jurisdiction 
comprises partners Catherine 
Moore, Gavin Ferguson and Marcus 
Leese, and managing associate 
Chris Hards together with a 
growing team of associates.

Ogier's Dispute Resolution team in 
Guernsey is among the largest in 
the jurisdiction, and is led by 
Mathew Newman working 
alongside partners Simon Davies, 
Bryan De Verneuil-Smith, Alex 
Horsbrugh-Porter and Sandie Lyne, 
and a team of eight associates. 

Ogier's Private Wealth and Dispute 
Resolutions teams in Guernsey work 
with members of the Corporate 
and Funds teams including partners 
Bryon Rees, Tim Clipstone and 
Craig Cordle as well as the Local 
Legal Services team headed by 
Martyn Baudains to deliver a 
rounded service line for clients 
whose needs can stretch across 
various areas of expertise.

Together the Guernsey office 
provides a seamless service across 
non-contentious and contentious 
private client matters.

We are a highly skilled specialist 
team who use our expertise to 
provide the best service to our 
clients, at a level that cannot 
always be provided by a more 
generalist practice.  The provision of 
expert advice when establishing 
private client structures can be 
invaluable, preventing difficulties 
and expense at a later stage.
 

Our Trusts Advisory Group acts for 
trustees (individuals and 
corporates), private banks, 
financial institutions, fiduciaries, 
family offices, high net worth 
clients and their advisers.  Our 
clients include settlors, founders, 
beneficiaries, protectors, enforcers 
and others connected with private 
wealth structures.

Our Trusts Advisory Group also 
receives referrals and instructions 
from some of the leading global 
legal and financial services 
providers including lawyers, 
accountants and financial 
institutions.    

Law Firm of the Year - 
Guernsey
Citywealth IFC Awards 
2021   

Offshore Law Firm of the 
Year
The Legal 500 UK Awards 
2020 

Ogier is ranked Tier 1 in 
the Chambers HNW 
Guide, 2021 

Who we work 
with
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Matt Guthrie
Partner, Guernsey

The best 
non-contentious 
trust lawyer working 
in Guernsey.
Legal 500 UK, 2020
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What we do
Our lawyers regularly receive
plaudits and awards: 'Fantastic
lawyer', 'technically sharp', the
'trust guru when it gets tricky'. 

From the traditional simple to the 
complex, multi-level and multi-
jurisdictional structures and 
whether established for succession 
purposes, asset protection, tax 
efficiency, family governance or 
confidentiality, our Trust Advisory 
Group is focused on providing the 
absolute best and right advice for 
each client. 

The group advises on the life-cycle 
of private wealth structures 
including establishment, 
restructuring and administration as 
well as succession planning and 
advisory work. 

We can also help to resolve disputes 
and make Court applications 
concerning trusts and foundations 
and other private wealth structures, 
should the need arise.  
Complemented by our Corporate 
team which has been involved in 
some of the largest and most 
complicated deals taking place in 
recent years, we also have 
extensive experience in advising on 
the establishment of many forms of 
domestic and cross-border 
corporate vehicles and 
partnerships. 

Services and areas covered 
include:

Trust drafting and establishment
Trust advice
Discretionary and life interest 
trusts
Charitable and non-charitable 
purpose trusts
Guernsey reserved powers trusts
Guernsey foundations
Corporate advice to underlying 
structures
Private trust companies and 
private trust foundations
Employee incentives and 
employee benefit trusts
Private investment funds
Regulatory 
Family Office 
Advising on resolving breaches of 
trust
Court applications concerning 
trusts 
Trust disputes 
Estate planning
Pensions 

Long history and really 
solid reputation within the 
Guernsey fiduciary 
businesses. 
Chambers High Net 
Worth Guide, Guernsey, 
Trusts, 2021 

They are very efficient and 
have a very strong 
commercial and private 
wealth team.
Chambers UK, Guernsey, 
Trusts, 2021 

They always go the extra 
mile to provide timely and 
well thought through 
advice. 
Chambers UK, Guernsey, 
Dispute Resolution, 2021 
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Catherine Moore
Partner, Guernsey

Extremely calm 
under pressure and 
pragmatic in dealing 
with challenges.
Chambers UK, 2021
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Our experience 
We work with trustees, private 
banks, financial institutions, 
fiduciaries, family offices, high 
net worth clients and their 
advisers.

Advising on all legal, regulatory and 
operational aspects of an ultra-
high value family office structure 
requiring advice in relation to 
Guernsey law foundations, private 
trust companies, discretionary 
trusts and underlying companies to 
hold a variety of asset classes 
spread across the globe.

Advising a private trust company in 
its capacity as trustee of a 
historical trust with terms which are 
now considered restrictive in light of 
the needs and intentions of the 
ultra-high net worth family for 
whose benefit it was established. 
Our work has involved 
recommending amendments 
designed to bring the terms in line 
with modern flexible trust 
instruments and to allow for the 
trustee, guided by its investment 
committee, to make investments 
based on a different, new 
investment management risk 
profile.

Advising a private trust foundation 
with respect to its role within a 
multi-billion pound family office 
structure with ownership of entities 
of a high-profile nature in light of 
the industry they operate in.

Advising on the establishment of a 
charitable company to receive 
funds from an existing charitable 
trust established for to provide 
funds for medical assistance 
outside of Guernsey.  

Assisting a local fiduciary in 
establishing a Guernsey law trust 
for charitable purposes to facilitate 
the philanthropic activities of an 
ultra high net worth client, working 
with the individual's foreign legal 
and tax advisors and other parties 
to facilitate an efficient 
administration process for the 
charitable vehicle. 

An obvious choice for 
high-value trust work.
Chambers HNW Guide, 
Guernsey, Private Wealth, 
2020

Great team, enthusiastic 
and easy to talk to.
Legal 500 UK, Guernsey, 
Private Client and Trusts, 
2021  

Ogier is knowledgeable 
and authoritative and 
provides a calm and 
considered opinion.
Legal 500 UK, Guernsey, 
Private clients, Trusts and 
Tax, 2020 
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Mathew Newman
Partner, Guernsey

Has a strong understanding 
of the trust world. Very 
commercial and good 
at explaining things in a 
layman’s manner.
Legal 500 UK, 2021
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Our client service approach
97% of our clients say they
would re-instruct us and
recommend us to others. 

Our client service approach 97% of 
our clients say they would re-
instruct us and recommend us to 
others. Our client satisfaction 
programme, run in conjunction 
with an independent research 
agency, is both a measure and a 
benchmark for us to act on 
feedback to continually improve. 

Acuigen’s research helps us retain 
client confidence as we evaluate 
how effectively we scope their work 
and understand their objectives. 

Clients tell us they value our 
technical excellence, business 
acumen and attention to client 
service. Satisfaction levels and 
likelihood to recommend are driven 
by meeting agreed timescales, 
being commercially focused, 
demonstrating innovative thinking 
and providing clear and 
understandable advice.  

Ogier are excellent value, 
operate in a transparent 
fashion and are interested 
in long-term relationships.
Chambers High Net 
Worth guide, Guernsey, 
Trusts, 2021 

Ogier has first-class 
interpersonal and 
communication skills.
Legal 500 UK, Guernsey, 
Private Client, Trusts and 
Tax, 2020 
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Ogier at a glance 

9 Ogier 
practices
are ranked 
as being the 
best in their 
jurisdiction

Ogier delivers
legal services 
to 99 countries

Ogier has won 
13 major industry 
awards in the past 
two years

We work with
43 of the top 50 
global law �rms

5 Laws:
BVI 
Cayman
Guernsey 
Jersey
Luxembourg

Of our 
surveyed
clients would 
recommend
us to others

Of our 
surveyed
clients would 
reinstruct us

Afrikaans, Arabic, Cantonese, Chinese, Croatian, 
Czech, Dutch, English, Flemish, French, German, 
Greek, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Lithuanian, 
Luxembourgish, Mandarin, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, 
Swedish, Ukrainian and Urdu

Banking & Finance, Corporate, 
Dispute Resolution, Investment Funds, 
Local Legal Services, Private Equity, 
Private Wealth, Regulatory, 
Restructuring and Corporate 
Recovery, Tax

Employees including 
79 Partners

26 Languages700

Ogier Global
is our Corporate 
Administration 
business

Our service lines

Hong Kong
BVI Law
Cayman Law
Guernsey Law
Jersey Law
Corporate Administration

Shanghai*
BVI Law
Cayman Law
Guernsey Law
Jersey Law
Luxembourg Law
Corporate Administration

Cayman Islands
BVI Law
Cayman Law
Corporate Administration
Luxembourg Law

British Virgin Islands (BVI)
BVI Law
Corporate Administration

Tokyo*
Corporate Administration

Luxembourg
Cayman Law
Jersey Law
Luxembourg Law

 
 

 

* Our Shanghai and Tokyo o�ces
are representative o�ces of Ogier.

London
BVI Law
Cayman Law
Guernsey Law
Jersey Law

Jersey
BVI Law
Cayman Law
Jersey Law
Luxembourg Law
Corporate Administration

Guernsey
BVI Law
Guernsey Law
Corporate Administration
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Contact us

Simon Davies
Partner
+44 1481 737175
simon.davies@ogier.com

Bryan De Verneuil-Smith
Partner
+44 1481 752357
bryan.deverneuil-smith@ogier.com

Matt Guthrie
Partner
+44 1481 752342
matt.guthrie@ogier.com

Gavin Ferguson
Partner
+44 1481 752307
gavin.ferguson@ogier.com

Sandie Lyne
Partner
+44 1481 752224
sandie.lyne@ogier.com

Catherine Moore
Partner
+44 1481 752364
catherine.moore@ogier.com

Mathew Newman
Partner
+44 1481 752253
mathew.newman@ogier.com

Chris Hards
Managing Associate
+44 1481 752306
chris.hards@ogier.com
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Contacts

ogier.com

Ogier provides practical advice on BVI, Cayman Islands, 
Guernsey, Jersey and Luxembourg law through our global 
network of offices across the Asian, Caribbean and 
European timezones. With a growing team of more than 
700 people around the world, we regularly win awards for 
innovation, client service and quality. Regulatory 
information can be found at ogier.com

British Virgin Islands
Ritter House
Wickhams Cay II
PO Box 3170
Road Town, Tortola
British Virgin Islands VG1110 
T +1 284 852 7300
F +1 284 852 7450
E bvi@ogier.com

Cayman Islands
89 Nexus Way
Camana Bay
Grand Cayman
Cayman Islands KY1-9009 
T +1 345 949 9876
F +1 345 949 9877
E cayman@ogier.com

Guernsey
Redwood House
St Julian's Avenue
St Peter Port
Guernsey GY1 1WA 
T +44 1481 721672
F +44 1481 721575
E gsy@ogier.com

Hong Kong
11th Floor Central Tower
28 Queen's Road Central
Central
Hong Kong 
T +852 3656 6000
F +852 3656 6001
E hk@ogier.com

Jersey
44 Esplanade
St Helier
Jersey JE4 9WG
Channel Islands 
T +44 1534 514000
F +44 1534 514444
E jsy@ogier.com

London
19th Floor
100 Bishopsgate
London EC2N 4AG 
T +44 1481 721672
F +44 1534 514444
E london@ogier.com

Luxembourg
2-4 rue Eugène Ruppert
PO Box 2078
L-1020 Luxembourg 
T +352 2712 2000
F +352 2712 2001
E luxembourg@ogier.com

Shanghai
Room 3671
Level 36 Shanghai International
Finance Centre Tower II
No. 8 Century Avenue
Pudong New Area
Shanghai 200120
China 
T +86 21 6062 6294
E shanghai@ogier.com

Tokyo
Holland Hills Mori Tower RoP
Suite 702
5-11-1
Toranomon
Minato-ku
Tokyo
105-0001
Japan
T +81 3 6402 5635
F +81 3 6402 5636
E tokyo@ogier.com


